
You can make 
Colorado homes safer

Safe storage and proper handling of potentially 
dangerous items is the best way you can keep any 
children in your home safe. 

SAFE STORAGE 
medications, substances 
& household items

safe storage means safer kids

Substances and medications can potentially be 
hazardous if encountered by a young child. 
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we can make colorado safer for kids
Nationally, children ages 0-6 are the highest age group to 
experience a poison exposure.  

In Colorado, children ages 1-4 are the second highest age 
group to die from unintentional poisoning.  

Of these deaths in Colorado, none of the substances involved 
were known to be stored in a closed, locked location. 
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for ages 

0-5

The safest storage ensures that all medications, substances, 
hazardous household items & any locking mechanisms, containers, & 

cases are inaccessible to children.4

Store items up high & out of reach.
Second, think 

about where 

you can put 

substances 

so they are 

inaccessible 
to children. 
Ways to do this 

include:

never leave medicines out or by the child’s bedside. 

talk to your kids about what different substances 
are, and why they cannot touch them.

close & properly seal containers. 

properly dispose of unwanted substances or 
unused medications.

Keep items locked when not in use. Use a locking 
case, cabinet, cupboard, or bag.

     Medication storage has requirements like  
     refrigeration, ease of access, & portability, & there  
     are cases with these capabilities.

how to safely store medications, substances, 
& household items

First think about what is in your home that could be 
hazardous to young children. This could be things like:

rx

prescription medications, medicines like advil & tylenol

marijuana, alcohol, tobacco, & other recreational substances 
cosmetics, ointments, perfumes & other personal substances

cleaning products, batteries, insecticides, paint, & other 
industrial substances 

Whether it’s your household items, your neighbor’s, your friend’s, 
or another community member’s, here is the safest way to store 
household substances.
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